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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Alex Nicolaescu (Reg. No. 47,253) on March 22, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A method for sending a message 
notification to a recipient of a message, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) upon receipt of a message destined to a recipient at a first server, 
determining wh o th o r or notj f a notification is to be sent to the recipient for 
alerting of the presence of the message at the first server, 

b) bas e d on a r e sult of st e p a), s ele ct i v el y inserting in a copy of the 
message that is to-be forwarded by the first server to a second server an 
indication r e pr e s e ntat i v e of wh e th e r or not specifying if a the notification has been 
sent to the recipient of the message; and 

c) transmitting the copy of the message with the indication from the first 
server to the second server^ 

Whereby if the indication specifies that the notification is sent to the 
recipient by the first server, the second server refrains from sending out another 
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notification to the recipient, and if the indication specifies that the notification is 
not sent to the recipient by the first server, the second server sends out a 
notification to the recipient. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

d) upon receipt of the copy of the message at the second server, detecting 
the indication; and 

e) based on the indication, selectively sending out a notification to the 
message recipient; wherein if the indication specifies that a the fifst notification 
has b oo n al r e ady is sent to the recipient by the first server, the second server 
refrains from sending out another notification to the recipient , and if the indication 
i s r e pr e s e ntat i v e specifies that a-thefifst notification has not b ee n alr e ady is not 
sent to the recipient by the first server, the second server sends out a notification 
tofer the recipient. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) The method claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
step a) of determining wh e th e r or not if a notification is to be sent to the recipient 
for alerting of the presence of the message at the first server is performed based 
on setting internal to first server. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) A first server acting to receive a message 
destined to a recipient, and upon receipt of the message further acting to 
determine wh e th e r or not jf a notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting 
of the presence of the message at the first server, the first server selectively 
inserting in a copy of the message that is to b e forwarded to a second server an 
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indication r e pr e s e ntat i v e of wh e th e r or not specifying if the a-notification has 
b ee n is sent by the first server to the recipient of the message, the first server 
transmitting the copy of the message with the indication to the second server,. 
whereby if the indication specifies that the notification is sent to the recipient by 
the first server, the second server refrains from sending out another notification 
to the recipient, and if the indication specifies that the notification is not sent to 
the recipient by the first server the second sever sends out a notification to the 
recipient. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended) The first server claimed in claim 7 9, 
wherein the detected condition for forwarding comprises an automatic forwarding 
feature activated by the MMS message recipient. 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended) The first server claimed in claim 7, 
wherein the first server acts to determine if th e d e terminat i on r e lat e d to wh e th e r 
or not a notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting of the presence of the 
message \s based on settings internal to the first server. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended) A communications system comprising: 

A first server; 

A second server, 

wherein upon receipt of a message destined to a recipient at a first server, 
the first server determines wh e th e r or not if_a notification is to be sent to the 
recipient for alerting of the presence of the message at the first server, and 
bas e d on a r e sult of the det e rminat i on the first server s ele ctively inserts in a copy 
of the message forwarded to a second server an indication that i s to b e 
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specifying if a notification r e pr e sent a tiv e of wh e th e r or not has b ee n js sent to the 
recipient of the message, and transmits the copy of the message with the 
indication to the second server , whereby if the indication specifies that the 
notification is sent to the recipient by the first server, the second server refrains 
from sending out another notification to the recipient and if the indication 
specifies that the notification is not sent to the recipient by the first server, the 
second server sends out a notification to the recipient. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended) The communications system claimed in 
claim 12 wherein upon receipt of the copy of the message at the second server, 
the second server detects the indication, and based on the indication, selectively 
sends out a notification to the message recipient; 

wherein if the indication specifies that a first notification h a s b ee n alr e ady 
is sent to the recipient by the first server, the second sever refrains from sending 
out another notification to the recipient , and if the indication i s repr e sentativ e 
specifies that a f i rst the notification has not been already sent to the recipient by 
the first server, the second server sends out a notification^ to the recipient. 
Claim 17 (Currently Amended) The communications system claimed in claim 13, 
wherein the first server uses settings internal to the first server for determining 
wh e th e r or not jf a notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting of the 
presence of the message. 


2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the 
examiner and agreed upon by applicant: Figure 2, box 255, "Threshold" should 


Application/Control Number: 10/668,335 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2617 

be corrected as "Header". In order to avoid abandonment of the application, 
applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
(END OF AMENDMENT) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claims 1 , 7, and 12 are now rewritten and included the allowable 
subject matter indicated . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Wayne Cai whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7798. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday; 9:00-6:00; 
alternating Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7503. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 


free). 
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